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As the world’s population growing and the depletion of land resources, the land
has been unable to meet the development of human beings. The survival and
development of human beings is becoming increasingly dependent on the ocean,
countries around the world have set their sights on the ocean. Besides, with the
increasingly development of science technology, the capability to exploit and utilize
the ocean has been significantly improved, the footprint of human beings in the ocean
has extended from inshore to deep sea. When it comes to 21st Century, the extent of
exploitation and utilization of the ocean has reached an unprecedented level. Due to
the increase of anthropological activities, marine environment, marine organism and
marine ecosystem are suffering from tremendous pressure. The international
community is paying increasingly attention on the issue of protecting marine
environment and marine biodiversity in areas beyond national jurisdiction with the
increase of anthropological activities in areas beyond national jurisdiction. The issues
relating to the conservation and sustainable use of marine biological diversity beyond
areas of national jurisdiction have become a common focus in the world.
As a preventive measure, environmental impact assessment is a very important
tool to solve the issues relating to the conservation and sustainable use of marine
biological diversity beyond areas of national jurisdiction. Since America proposed the
concept of environmental impact assessment in 1960s, the system of environmental
impact assessment in areas under national jurisdiction has developed very well. But
environmental impact assessment in areas beyond national jurisdiction is still a new
research field. Currently, whether the United Nation Convention on the law of the sea,
the Convention on Biological Diversity or other international or regional marine
environmental protection conventions have not made specific provision for
environmental impact assessment in areas beyond national jurisdiction. The existing
framework for environmental impact assessment in areas beyond national jurisdiction
has not yet formed a complete system. The international community especially the
developing countries urgently need to improve the system of environmental impact
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assessment in areas beyond national jurisdiction to ensure it can be implemented
effectively. Thus it can constrain the activities of developed countries and resources
plunderer in areas beyond national jurisdiction in some extent, safeguard the interest
of developing countries and ensure conservation and sustainable use of marine
biodiversity. So it not only has academic value but also has great practical
significance to study the system of environmental impact assessment in areas beyond
national jurisdiction. Besides, it can provide a basis for Chinese participation in
international discussions and negotiations.
This thesis reviewed the view of environmental impact assessment in areas
beyond national jurisdiction, proposed measures to improve existing system and
countermeasure of China in the basis of analyzing the existing system of
environmental impact assessment in areas beyond national jurisdiction. The main
content and conclusions of this paper are following that:
Firstly, international and domestic research progress on environmental impact
assessment in areas beyond national jurisdiction was reviewed. The international
community confirmed the role of environmental impact assessment in conservation
and sustainable use of marine biodiversity. But there were a lot of issues relating to
law and technology should be solved for environmental impact assessment in areas
beyond national jurisdiction. The patterns of anthropological activities happened in
areas beyond national jurisdiction and their impacts to marine biodiversity and marine
ecosystem considering specific marine environment were identified. The conclusion
of the analysis was that different activities could cause impacts in different extents.
The impacts of fishery and exploration and exploitation of deep sea minerals were
most significant. Therefore, it is necessity to conduct environmental impact
assessment for anthropological activities in areas beyond national jurisdiction in order
to protect marine biodiversity.
Secondly, this thesis analyzed on the current system of environmental impact
assessment in areas beyond national jurisdiction through three levels which are global,
regional and sector-specific instruments. It found that the existing system had many
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